
 

 

        

Faith must enter the people’s culture and soul: Dear brothers and sisters: Greetings to all of you who are participating in this 

Virtual Continental Congress of Religious Life, organized by CLAR, on the theme “Toward an Intercongregational, Intercultural 

and Itinerant Religious Life”. Thank you for giving me this opportunity. I would like to remind you of the importance of the 

challenge that inculturating the faith places on consecrated life. How much good it would do for us to discover that unity is not 

uniformity but a multifaceted harmony. And let’s not forget that it is the Holy Spirit who creates harmony. A pluriform harmony 

allowing us to accept differences and appreciate particularities, in the spirit of a healthy and open interculturality. Your 

presence is necessary so that an inculturated theology can be offered and developed, one that can, of course, be adapted to 

local situations and can be a vehicle for evangelization. Let’s not forget that an uninculturated faith is not authentic. For this 

reason, I invite you to participate in the process that will provide the true sense of a culture that exists in the soul of the people. 

Enter into the life of the people of faith, enter with a respect for their customs, their traditions, seeking to carry out the mission 

of inculturating the faith and of evangelizing the culture. To inculturate the faith and to evangelize the culture go together. 

Appreciate what the Holy Spirit has sown in the peoples, which is a gift for us as well.                                                                                     

When this inculturation does not take place, Christian life, and even more so the consecrated life, ends up with the oddest and 

most ridiculous Gnostic tendencies. We’ve seen this, for example, in the misuse of the liturgy. What is important is ideology 

rather than the reality of the people. This is not the Gospel. Do not forget the binomial: inculturate the faith and evangelize the 

culture.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Consecrated life is expert in communion. Consecrated life is itinerant, a promoter of fraternity. Nevertheless, in our time there 

is the temptation to “survive”. How often do you count how many men or women religious are in my congregation and 

calculate the decline. Survival is a temptation. It is good to renounce the criterion of numbers, of efficiency, as otherwise, it can 

turn you into fearful disciples, trapped in the past and giving in to nostalgia. This nostalgia is fundamentally the siren song of 

religious life. Given this, the most sensible strategy and decision would be to take advantage of the opportunity to journey with 

the Lord on the paths of hope, aware that the fruit is under the exclusive guidance of the Holy Spirit. So, what do we have to 

do? Be with the holy people of God, respect the holy people of God, evangelize, give witness and leave the rest to the Holy 

Spirit. To help achieve the goal you have set for yourselves, I would like to remind you that joy, the highest expression of life in 

Christ, is the greatest witness we can offer the holy people of God whom we are called to serve and accompany on their 

pilgrimage toward the encounter with the Father.                                                                                                                                         

Joy, joy in many forms. Peace, joy, a sense of humor. Please ask for this grace. On the Exhortation on holiness, I wanted to 

include a chapter on the sense of humor. How sad it is to see consecrated men and women who have no sense of humor, who 

take everything so seriously! Please. To be with Jesus is to be joyful, it is also the capacity of giving holiness this sense of humor. 

Read that chapter in my Exhortation on holiness…. Pope Francis said that religious men and women can help foster theology 

which “can be adapted to local situations and be a vehicle for evangelization. The following is a translation of the Holy Father’s 

message, which he delivered in Spanish.           

The Gift of Calvary: If we would see the incarnate Lord as he is in his reality, we must recognize this fact: that there is in him 

from the beginning this inner direction towards a redemptive death. Calvary is not just an historical accident. It is not something 

that might not have happened if Pilate had been a braver man, or Judas a trustier man, or Caiaphas a-holier man. The 

circumstances might conceivab1y, might perhaps very well, have been different: The upshot would have been the same. In the 

tensions of his being, there is an inner necessity for redeeming Death “The wages of sin is death” and Jesus comes to pay the 

wages that men have laboriously....... Dom Gregory Dix. 

Belief: They alone are truly able to enjoy this world, who begin with the world unseen. They alone enjoy it, who have abstained 

from it. They alone inherit it, who take it as a shadow of the world come, who for that world to come, relinquish it. John Henry 

Cardinal Newman   

The Certainty of a Pastor: I too will not grow weary of repeating, as my duty of evangelizing the whole of mankind obliges me to 

do: Do not be afraid to open wide the doors for Christ. To his saving power open the boundaries of States, economic and 

political systems, the vast fields of culture, civilization and development...... St John Paul II 



   

How to view our Christian brothers and sisters: Consider your neighbor as the object of the love of God no matter what his 

condition may be. For God loves everything he created even the demons, in as far as they are his creatures - and he does not 

hate anything he has created. Sin alone he despises, and sin was not made by him. Your neighbor is an individual who has 

sprung from the same origin as yourself, a child of the same Father, created for the same end, belonging to the same Lord, 

redeemed at the same price: the infinitely precious blood of Jesus Christ.  See in him a member of the same Head Jesus Christ, 

and the same body, the Church of Christ. He is nourished by the same food, the precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. For 

this reason, you should be of one mind, one soul, and one heart with him.                                                                                                          

You must also regard your neighbor as the temple of the living God, bearing in himself the image of the Blessed Trinity and the 

character of Jesus Christ. He is part of Jesus Christ, bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh. See him as one for whom Jesus labored 

and suffered so much, spent so much precious effort and time, and gave his blood and his life. Finally consider him as one who 

Jesus has instructed you to treat equally with himself. He said whatever you do to the least of his brothers, that is, of those who 

believe in him, he should consider it has done to himself. If you only pondered and thoroughly thought out of the importance of 

these truths, what charity, what respect, what honor you would entertain for one another. How you would fear to offend 

against unity and Christian charity in thought, word or deed. St John Eudes.……The Life and the Kingdom of Jesus in the Soul 

The Last Times: Everything that will happen until the end of the world will be no more than the extension and unfolding of what 

happened on the day when the battered body of the crucified Lord was raised by the power of the Spirit and became in turn 

the wellspring of the Spirit for all humanity. Christians know that there is no need to wait for another time of salvation since, 

however long the world may last, and they are already living in the last times. Not only we the Church but also the very cosmos 

itself and all history are ceaselessly ruled and governed by the glorified Christ. It is this 1ife force which propels creation, 

"groaning in labor pains until now" toward the goal of its full redemption... St John Paul II 

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday           It is a wonderful thing that God himself loves us so tenderly. Knowing this should give us courage and joy for living.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Monday         Jesus offers us his lifelong, faithful, and personal friendship, embracing us in tenderness and love.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday         We have a great deal of worth in the eyes of God. I never tire of saying over and over again that God loves us.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Wednesday   If we really want to love, we must learn to forgive before anything else.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Thursday       God gives each soul that he has created an opportunity to find itself face to face with him, to accept or reject him.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Friday             When life is most demanding you give cheerfully in spite of that, which is love at its best.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Saturday       The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched. They must be felt with the heart. 

The Spirit and Beauty: Question the beauty of the earth, the beauty of the sea, the beauty of the wide air around you, the 

beauty of the sky; question the order of the stars, the sun whose brightness lights the day, the moon whose splendor softens 

the gloom of the night; question the living creatures that move in the waters, that roam upon the earth, that fly through the air; 

the spirit that lies hidden, the matter that is manifest; the visible things that are ruled, the invisible that rule them; question all 

these. They will answer you: "Behold and see, we are beautiful” Their beauty is their confession of God. Who made these 

beautiful changing things, if not one who is beautiful and changeth not... St Augustine 

 Prayer of the Afflicted: We do not ask you to return our sight, but we do ask that you open the eyes of our society to discover 

the true values of justice and peace. We do not ask that you give us back our legs, but we do ask that our brother’s walk united 

toward us. We do not ask that you restore our hands, but we do ask that you teach us all there is more joy in giving than 

receiving, that brotherhood is sharing everything as you have done with us. We do not ask that you raise us from our beds, but 

we do ask for the strength to touch the hearts of those who have given up, who do not believe in the light. Amen 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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